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Dear Parent/Carer, 

COVID 19 Update: 25.02.2021 

In line with the latest guidance, we intend to welcome all pupils and staff of the Fiveways 

community back into school from the 8th March. It is understood, shielding will continue 

for some of our pupils; those who have received a letter to indicate that they are Clinically 

Extremely Vulnerable.  We will ask families to send copies of these to the school office. 

We have confirmation from County Transport that routes are able to return in full from 

8th March. During your conversation with your class teacher, please could you let them 

know if it is your intention to use county provided transport.  

We continue to remain vigilant of the risks Covid19 presents and will adopt a cautious 

approach.  We will balance this with our interest to offer our children a rich, exciting and 

relevant education with plenty of opportunities for fun. 

If you would like to discuss any concerns you might have please do contact me at school 

22/02/21 Vaccination of school staff letter from sen.se 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fiveways@educ.somerset.gov.uk
http://www.fivewaysschool.co.uk/
http://www.fivewaysschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/sen.se-letter-re-Vaccines.pdf


Fiveways School adopts a rigorous approach and is committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people 

and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

 

Fiveways School  
A Specialist School for ‘Communication & Interaction’ 
 

 

 

 

Victoria Road, Yeovil Somerset BA21 5AZ          Tel: 01935 476227   Fax: 01935 411287  

Headteacher:  Mr Mark Collis MA 

E-mail: fiveways@educ.somerset.gov.uk       Website:  http://www.fivewaysschool.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

Update 3rd February 2021 

All staff at Fiveways are being offered a COVID19 vaccination, which is really positive 

news. Indeed vaccinations have started on a phased basis, in order to maintain viable 

staffing in classes. We are warned, however, that some people may feel ill after the 

vaccination which may affect our ability to provide safe staffing in our class bubbles. As 

ever, our emphasis will be the safety of children and young people and we will let you 

know if we are concerned that we cannot maintain safe staffing levels, giving you as 

much notice as possible. This should only be a temporary issue. 

It feels as though this is such a positive next step, however, it will be very important that 

we don’t let our guard down. We all need to maintain our established basic routines to 

avoid cross infection, for example, hand washing and social distancing where possible. 

With thanks to you all, Mark 
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Update 18th January 2021 

Dear Parents / carers 

Fiveways continues to welcome all pupils at school supporting highest possible attendance and 

quality of education. We are maximising the number of pupils attending full time whilst keeping 

the best interests of both pupils and staff at the heart of decisions; balancing provision with 

health and safety. We regularly review provision with parents, carers, unions and other agencies 

to agree the best approach for our circumstances. 

Additional and complimentary remote home learning includes bespoke pupil provision focused 

on their Personal Learning Goals (PLGs) as part of meeting their Education Health & Care Plan. 

Refer to the Remote Home Learning Guide. 

Provision planning and risk assessment for health and safety systems of control are in line with 

DfE guidance for special schools stating that they should “put in place measures that suit their 

particular circumstances” 

Particular areas to consider in the context of Fiveways, as a school specifically for pupils with 

severe, profound and multiple learning disabilities, are: 

 Number and ratio of adults required for safe and high quality specialist provision 

 Close personal contact required between pupils and staff 

 Pupils not able to socially distance 

 Adults not able to socially distance between themselves when supporting pupils e.g. 

personal care, manual handling, appropriate social interaction 

 Face masks reducing effective communication with pupils 

Onsite school provision “cannot be a ‘one size fits all’ approach … Education setting leaders are 

best placed to understand the needs of their settings and communities, and to make informed 

judgements about how to balance delivering a broad and balanced curriculum with the measures 

needed to manage risk.” DfE Guidance for opening of special schools and other specialist 

settings 

With best wishes, Mark 

mailto:fiveways@educ.somerset.gov.uk
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Update January 6th January 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Following Boris Johnson’s announcement we have been busy planning provision.  I wanted to 

write to explain some of our thinking and the background behind some of the ways we are 

working.  

Parental views:  We have contacted each family to discuss your hopes and gather information to 

help plan provision. 

Staff views: We have spoken to staff to gather their views, who continue to show a tremendous 

commitment to supporting our children over the ‘Lockdown’. 

Principles: Listening to the national agenda there is a clear ambition to reduce the number of 

‘contacts’ that children and staff are exposed to.  To achieve this we are recommending to parents 

they transport their child to and from school whenever possible.  We are enabling the Lateral 

Flow testing of both our children, staff and transport personnel (on a voluntary basis).   In 

addition we are also organising our children into even smaller bubbles, organised on a rota 

basis.   These measures are in addition to the rigorous application of all of our existing ‘measures’ 

which are designed to reduce the chances of cross infection. 

Revised Risk assessment describes all of the measures we are taking to reduce the potential cross 

infection. 

The plan for provision:  We have established a rota for provision, based on all of the above.  This 

will be regularly revised, following conversations with parents, school staff and staff from other 

professional backgrounds.  We are expecting to make ‘face-to-face’ provision and ‘Remote’ 

provision, we will be in contact with you to ensure this is relevant to the individual child. 

If you have any questions, concerns or uncertainties please do contact me.  As in the first 

lockdown, we are absolutely committed to ensuring your children are served in the best and the 

safest ways.  Our excellent staff are on hand to advise and support. 

With best wishes and thanks to you all for your understanding during this difficult time. 

Mark 
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4th January 2021 

Dear Parents, Carers and Staff 

Following Boris Johnson’s statement this evening regarding a further national lockdown 

(which included the closure of schools) we propose a school closure tomorrow (05.01.21) 

to provide an opportunity for us to plan provison into the future. As before we will work 

hard to ensure we make the best use of the resources we have available. 

We will be in contact with further updates tomorrow. 

With best wishes 

Mark 
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31st December 2020 

‘Welcome Back to the Spring term’ 

Dear Parent / Carer 

To update you further, our plan remains for children to start back to school on Tuesday 

5th January. You may have heard that testing for those without Coronavirus symptoms is 

now being rolled out, starting with Secondary and Special schools, using the new, quicker 

‘lateral flow tests’. We are making arrangements to start and then regularly carry out, this 

testing process. I would underline that this is entirely a voluntary process and we will be 

sending you more information and a consent form in the near future. This test will also 

mean that if a child/staff member is ‘contact and traced’ they will be able to remain in 

school and will be tested daily. 

At the same time we have been informed that the school is now within a Tier 4 area. If 

you have any questions I would suggest that your first port of call is the Government DfE 

website: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home. 

In the meantime, we are doing everything to keep the Fiveways community safe, 

maintaining our emphasis on hygiene and staying within our ‘bubbles’. We will continue 

to do everything possible to enable children to attend school for as much of time as 

possible. Our ‘bubbles’ are designed to reduce the number of contacts, so in the event of 

staff absence we may not be able to cover with supply members of staff, or move staff 

between bubbles. In such circumstances, as a last resort, we may need to ask children to 

remain at home. 

If you have any further questions please do let me know. 

It is very good to hear the news about the new vaccines, which offers hope for a more 

normal 2021, speaking of which I wanted to wish you all a very happy new year. 

Mark (Mark Collis – Headteacher) 
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4th November 2020 

Dear Parents / Carer 

As we enter the latest phase of COVID measures (5th November – 2nd December) you will have seen the 

clear message from the Government and Prime Minister that the expectation is for all children to remain 

in school wherever possible.  This message applies equally to all pupils attending our school. 

We continue to adopt and review our Risk Assessment which measures include: 

 Bubbles: Children will be placed in a class ‘bubble’ with a limited set of contacts.  There will be a 

maximum of 25 (pupils and staff) in each bubble.  

 Avoiding large group activities (Assembly etc.) and establishing a rota for shared spaces 

 Maximise outdoor learning 

 Staff  to employ ‘best endeavours’ to maintain a 2m distance from each other when not working with 
pupils 

 Pupils must not be sent to school if they are at all unwell and will not be able to engage in the full 
curriculum that day, if in any doubt telephone the School Nurse, Paula, for advice and guidance 

 Strong emphasis on regular and frequent handwashing and personal hygiene as part of pupil’s 
learning (PLGs) and daily routine.  Hand sanitizer stations will be available for staff and pupils. 

 Rigorous cleaning programme in place with ‘fogging’ of areas across the week 

 Maximise ventilation where possible. 

 “Traffic Light” procedure in place should any pupil or member of staff show signs of infection 

 Suspected cases to engage in COVID 19  test, track and trace and supported by school nurse and 
leadership team  

 Review of Learning Support Plans to ensure support strategies take cross infection into account 

 Maintain specialist working across the school e.g. Physiotherapist, Communication and Interaction, 
MOVE, SEMH with careful management and monitoring of their movements 

 Clubs temporarily suspended  

 Careful management of shared areas across school to reduce chances of cross infection 

 Review of Clinically Vulnerable and Clinically Extremely Vulnerable pupils (please contact the school if 
you feel this applies to your child) 

The full risk assessment is available on request.  
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Transport into school, arrival and departure.  

 Somerset School Transport will operate as usual unless you are informed otherwise. 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/school-transport/ .   

 By car. Please wait in your car and a member of staff will meet you once parked in a designated space. 
Handover will need to be swift to minimise direct contact and avoid congestion so if you need to speak 
to staff please make an appointment by phone.  

 Walking. Please wait under the porch front outside of the reception area and a member of staff will 
meet you.  

 Entering reception. Only enter the school building if absolutely necessary, and preferably with a 
prearranged appointment. Hand washing and/or hand sanitizer must be used on reporting to the main 
reception. 

 You must remain contactable throughout the school day as in the unlikely event your child shows 
symptoms of COVID 19 you will be asked to collect them.  

 

Lunches 

School dinners will continue to be provided where families have ordered / requested. You will be notified 

of any changes in advance should they arise. 

 

Building works at school 

Two new classrooms have now been completed and these have and will offer enhanced opportunities 

and provision for pupils.  

The work to the rear of the school is being ‘levelled off’ as much of the ground works have reached the 

height of the existing building.  

 

As ever if you have any concerns or questions please do contact me.  Thank you for your understanding 

and support, 

With best wishes, 

 

Mark Collis 

Headteacher 
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