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Update 18th January 2021 

Dear Parents / carers 

Fiveways continues to welcome all pupils at school supporting highest possible attendance and 

quality of education. We are maximising the number of pupils attending full time whilst keeping 

the best interests of both pupils and staff at the heart of decisions; balancing provision with 

health and safety. We regularly review provision with parents, carers, unions and other agencies 

to agree the best approach for our circumstances. 

Additional and complimentary remote home learning includes bespoke pupil provision focused 

on their Personal Learning Goals (PLGs) as part of meeting their Education Health & Care Plan. 

Refer to the Remote Home Learning Guide. 

Provision planning and risk assessment for health and safety systems of control are in line with 

DfE guidance for special schools stating that they should “put in place measures that suit their 

particular circumstances” 

Particular areas to consider in the context of Fiveways, as a school specifically for pupils with 

severe, profound and multiple learning disabilities, are: 

 Number and ratio of adults required for safe and high quality specialist provision 

 Close personal contact required between pupils and staff 

 Pupils not able to socially distance 

 Adults not able to socially distance between themselves when supporting pupils e.g. 

personal care, manual handling, appropriate social interaction 

 Face masks reducing effective communication with pupils 

Onsite school provision “cannot be a ‘one size fits all’ approach … Education setting leaders are 

best placed to understand the needs of their settings and communities, and to make informed 

judgements about how to balance delivering a broad and balanced curriculum with the measures 

needed to manage risk.” DfE Guidance for opening of special schools and other specialist 

settings 

With best wishes, Mark 
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