
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22nd May2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

How are you parents? The Norrises thought lockdown was a tiny bit much this week and have had to do a few things to make contact and stop 

the overwhelming feelings of being isolated.  Archie Norris jumped in the river on one of our walks, Raffi Norris got work-regulated and finished all his 

assignments ready for half term, Wanda Norris watched and cuddled her bunnies and I used my sourdough starter to make some bread. 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope that some pics of my self-care strategies might help you this weekend and I would love to see more pics of you and your families!  Even 

though there are no parent calls on Monday I will be thinking of you and will be back on Tuesday with the phone on if you need anything including 

a chat—YOU MUST KNOW BY NOW I LOVE A CHAT!  Much love from me and ALL the team <3 <3 <3 <3 

☻Happy long weekend to you all,  Amy and 6th Form Team ☺  

ANorris1@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Baby and Pumpkin the baby 

rabbits with watchful Wanda 

Thanks to Sophie Cook’s Mum for helping me with 

my sourdough starter—it needs a name though  

because it’s alive!  Can anyone suggest a name for 

my bread pet??? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15th May2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Its Friday again!  This week has been almost full-time transition planning for the leavers—as you can imagine it is much trickier now that provisions 

like Yeovil College don’t know if they’ll be fully open in September.  I’m sharing 

the journey with you all because I think that thinking about the  

future and knowing what will come in Year 14 is useful for all.   

My two leavers, now in year 14 and in their third and final year of 6th Form had 

planned to go to Yeovil College, funded by Education, for 4 days and to Re-

flect in Somerton, funded by adult social care, for 1 day.  The transition plan 

was put in place for Yeovil College in January with the pair visiting once a 

week for the spring term then joining lessons and staff more formally in the sum-

mer term.  This has not been able to happen so we are behind and our learn-

ers are less prepared.  Training for staff and transition for  

learners still continues remotely and we are waiting to hear from the local au-

thority about what they expect in September.  

Reflect is a progressive day provision, focusing on long term outcomes for 

adulthood and has a site in Taunton, Hestercombe Gardens and a new site in 

Somerton, Hazlehurst Farm.  The Taunton site is exclusively for adults with PMLD 

and Somerton is aimed at people with SLD and PMLD.  There is a  

REFLECT PMLD Facebook page if you want to check it out! 

I will keep everyone updated with news about these uncertain transitions but I 

must say well done to the parents and young people who are  

committed to the best possible outcomes even in these challenging times! 

To lighten things up a bit here are some photos hot off the press from  

Bake-Off Friday.  Some unicorn cupcakes from the socially distant gang in 6th Form and a chocolate contribution from Cookie and her sister Hope. 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

☻Happy weekend to you all,  Amy and 6th Form Team ☺  

ANorris1@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st May2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Again, thank you all for the lovely work you have been doing at 

home with your young people to fill their ASDAN folders and ensure 

that they continue to have routine and rehearse skills.  This week, 

Cookie wins our Star of the Week  with the excellent recording she 

has done of Multisensory Experiences, Section I.  I loved the photos 

and we will put the example of her work on the website as soon as 

we can.  Also coming on the website this week are videos of Rosie 

singing  so check them out! 

I miss you all and really appreciate your photos and to hear about 

what you’ve been doing!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week I have also been thinking hard about transition and how we can still support our young people as they move from Fiveways 

School in the summer.  It seems that not everything has stopped and two of my leaving families are going to visit a new provision for 

young people with SLD and PMLD next week, whilst observing social distancing rules.  Hopefully over the next few weeks we will  start 

to feel the benefit of slightly fewer restrictions in other ways whilst staying as safe as we can.  Please don’t forget that we have a 6th 

Form phone and that I am on the end of it if you need me—I’ll be ringing again on Monday and look forward to speaking to you then 
  

☻Happy VE Day weekend to you all,  Amy and 6th Form Team ☺  

ANorris1@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

 

Shining up coins 

Taking shiny 2s to a 

whole new level 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st May2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you so much to Ricardo, Lydia and Ella who have all been  

doing their ASDAN work this week with great success.  I have had 

some work in and it was presented as if I had done it myself—I even 

asked Mum if she’d think about becoming a teacher!  (She said 

‘No’!)  I have put an example of work into the ASDAN accreditation  

format we use at school as a guide for those who haven’t done it 

yet.  The criteria is very precise and sometimes it is quite hard to work 

out how to do the first few criteria but these ones are very good 

models!  You can find them at the 6th Form door on the website. 

Doing this work with your young people REALLY helps to keep things 

ticking over for ASDAN and to give you something educational and 

meaningful to do with them but please don’t feel too much pressure 

and do call me and email me if you get stuck. 

Is it actually the 1st of May???  This means that the countryside is glo-

rious even after the rain and getting out can really help to stop the 

cabin fever.  If you can’t get to a wide open space very easily or if 

you can’t leave the house then maybe you’d like to watch Wendy’s 

countryside tour with your young person.  She goes for a sensory 

morning walk and meets all sorts of creatures along the way :  http://

www.fivewaysschool.co.uk/school-home-share-page/videos-from-

your-teaching-staff/  

There are lots of pictures of your amazing young people on the website but Jenny, our IT Assistant, is always asking for more so please 

send some in.  I love to see what everyone’s doing—it makes me feel connected to my class— and they don’t have to be related to 

ASDAN work. 

I didn’t speak to as many of you on Monday and Thursday as usual so I hope that means that all is well and that no news is good 

news.  I’m happy for all of you to ignore me but if you do need me please don’t hesitate to call or email.  Life at home with the  

Norrises has been pretty hairy this week; Raffi has almost set fire to the kitchen and broken a giant plant pot with his basketball, spilling 

geraniums all over the patio!  Stay in touch and let me know about any of your kids’ craziness and lots of love! 
☻Happy weekend to you all,  Amy and 6th Form Team ☺  

ANorris1@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

http://www.fivewaysschool.co.uk/school-home-share-page/videos-from-your-teaching-staff/
http://www.fivewaysschool.co.uk/school-home-share-page/videos-from-your-teaching-staff/
http://www.fivewaysschool.co.uk/school-home-share-page/videos-from-your-teaching-staff/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17th April 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Another week goes by and I can’t believe we are still isolated and 

haven’t seen your lovely young people.  It has been a real joy 

though to  connect with parents on the phone and in some cases 

form a deeper relationship than we had before.  This week I have 

sent out some ASDAN work so you can be clear about who does 

what and how.  I realise that some of the ASDAN requirements are 

a little tricky but anything you can do will be so welcome!  As soon 

as someone sends me back a series of photos fitting the evidence 

criteria I will put them into recording sheets and onto the website 

so you can see what we are aiming for.  I know a lot of you would 

love some activities to do with your young people at home and 

what I have sent is really meaningful for their accreditation AND 

kind of fun!   

Also new this week are our new gardening videos—I think Jules will 

hit your screens on Monday via the website with her short video 

about pricking out.  She’s got a dibber and everything!  Coming 

soon is Michael’s son Toby showing us around his garden and I may 

even put in an appearance doing some gardening-related task.  I 

think your young people may love to see us all on video so don’t 

forget to access fivewaysschool.co.uk next week. 

Mark has done a star of the week and  here is the 6th Form Star this 

week. She wrote me a long letter telling me all the things she had done; including gardening, helping around the house and a de-

scription of her three dogs on a walk.  My best bit was that her dog Bobby barks at everyone and that her Mum calls him Mouth 

Amighty!  Tell me what you’ve been doing, do some ASDAN or make me laugh out loud to be in for the running for Star next week.  I 

have had an early entry for next week and you’re going to have to be good to beat it—I choose the star on a Wednesday so certifi-

cates can be sent out on time! 

Finally, you can all be glad that we weren’t in 6th Form this week because the ceiling in Carr Cottage came down causing the whole 

building to be closed!  Hopefully it will be fixed for when we go back to school.  Stay in touch and lots of love! 
☻Happy weekend to you all,  Amy and 6th Form Team ☺  

ANorris1@educ.somerset.gov.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17th April 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Firstly, there has been updated advice and guidance for those people who have specific health conditions including autism. 

 
15. Can I exercise more than once a day if I need to due to a significant health condition? 

You can leave your home for medical need. If you (or a person in your care) have a specific health condition that requires you to leave 
the home to maintain your health - including if that involves travel beyond your local area - then you can do so. This could, for exam-
ple, include where individuals with learning disabilities or autism require specific exercise in an open space two or three times each 
day - ideally in line with a care plan agreed with a medical professional. 

This means that if your young person needed an extra long drive in the car  or a romp in the woods because of their condition you 

would be within your rights and Government guidelines to do this with them.  A useful addition for those of you who  are struggling 

with complex behaviours and cabin fever. 

 

Secondly, and more importantly, it was our lovely friend’s birthday on Wednesday!   

HAPPY 18TH BIRTHDAY! 

 
I’m afraid you will all have to say happy birthday to him when we get back to school  and 

we will have cake to celebrate.   
 

Next week I will check in with parents on Monday to have a catch-up chat, to see how the 

ASDAN work is coming along and to set a new project to be getting along with while we are 

at home.  If you have any work to send me from ASDAN modules Independent Living or  

Multisensory Experiences please email it to me.  Don’t forget that I also have a 6th Form 

phone which is on for you to ring me on a Thursday 9-4.  I look forward to speaking to you all 

next week! 
☻Happy weekend to you all,  Amy and 6th Form Team ☺  

ANorris1@educ.somerset.gov.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9th April 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I hope you have a had a good week with your young people and that you are still rubbing alongside each other nicely with not too 

much cabin fever.  At least it is sunny and we can get out for short spells.  Thank you for all the chats on Monday—it was so lovely to 

touch base with most of you and good to know that you are all making the most of the time you have.  Following the phone calls  

earlier this week I have added links to this news for the ASDAN work I would REALLY LOVE you to do. 

To make it very clear: 

ASDAN Towards Independence Multi-sensory Experiences Section I is for SENSORY LEARNERS Sophie Co, Paige, Jasmine,  Ricardo,        

Olivia and Ella 

ASDAN  Towards Independence Independent Living:  Introduction is for SLD LEARNERS Sophie Ca, Lewis, Josie, Lydia and Calib 

The curriculum in 6th Form is roughly divided into two pathways; multi-sensory learning and vocational learning, which is why we run 

two ASDAN modules.  I hope that helps! 

For the SLD Learners I am also attaching a NEW section for those who have finished the first.  This is inspired by Josie and her Mum, who 

are recording daily living tasks such as making the bed, watering the plants and doing the washing. 

Email me or give me a ring on my new 6th Form phone—it needs more use! - 07526 079538  I will have it on again on Tuesday 14th 

April. 

 

Following phone calls today, I have decided to run an impromptu knobbly, hairy knees competition.  If you think yours could com-

pete, please send pictures via email. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

☻Happy Easter weekend to you all,  Amy and 6th Form Team ☺  

ANorris1@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

 
 

WHO HAS THE KNOBBLIEST KNEES????  He says I do 

but I disagree!  If yours are knobblier or hairier send 

them to me and I’ll find a prize for the winner! 


